FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Romeo Antonio to Helm Biopic on King of Soul "The Untitled Sam Cooke Project"
(Hollywood, Ca., November 22, 2023) - Multi-Platinum, Grammy winner and Emmy Award Winning, Film Producer, Romeo Antonio, has been tapped to lead the production of The Untitled Sam Cooke Project." Antonio has been retained by the Sam Cooke estate to oversee the film production and accompanying sound track. Gene Cooke, brother of the renowned "King of Soul" Sam Cooke, will be a consultant to the project.

Singer and composer Sam Cooke is attributed with the rise of the greatest era of soul music. Cooke had 30 U.S. top 40 hits between 1957-1964 and several others posthumously. Raised in the cotton fields of the Deep South, Cooke sang gospel in the church choir and was a member of the legendary group, Soul Stirrers. As a solo artist ahead of his time, he performed on “The Ed Sullivan Show” and was the first African-American performer to found a record label and publishing company in addition to being among the first performers to own his publishing rights. Cooke is a recognized Civil Rights proponent refusing to perform for segregated audiences. At the height of his career, his tragic death at the age of 33 was declared a justifiable homicide and remains among Hollywood's biggest and most controversial mysteries. Antonio plans to delve deeper into the questionable circumstances and homicide of the two-time, charter member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame whom Rolling Stone named a "Greatest Singer of All Time." 

"Sam Cooke was the King of Soul,” explains Antonio on why this film is so important to him, “He was a musical genius whose legacy and impact is among the most important in the history of the music industry." The Producer is officially in discussions with Chiwetel Ejiofor, Chris Brown, Anthony Mackie, Columbus Short, Evan Ross and other top Hollywood talent to star in the biopic.  

Romeo Antonio, a celebrated musician/producer/director with over 55 million albums sold, has forged his own legacy in music and film spanning from 1995 to present day. The multi-platinum, Grammy Award winning producer has been compared to a modern day Jimi Hendrix for his amazing skills as a guitarist and has worked with an amalgamation of stellar entertainers including: Whitney Houston, New Kids on the Block, Bone Thugs and Harmony, Madonna, Mariah Carey, Beyonce, Britney Spears, Jessica Simpson, Paris Hilton, L.L Cool J, Run DMC and the artist, Prince to name a few. Antonio delved into film in 1998 as a musician in the movie “Small Soldiers” The following years included the films “Austin Powers in Gold Member”, “The Master of Disguise”, “Malibu’s Most Wanted,” “The Fighting Temptations” and Knocked Up”.

 Romero Antonio is in pre-production as the director for the upcoming feature films “Ghetto Cowboy” “The Vivianne Carter Story” and “Guns, Guitars and a Badge” in addition to Executive Producing The Sam Cooke Story. 
Antonio Romero is available for interviews. Contact Octavia Bostick at ballyhooprceo@gmail.com
***
